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Tn  the  Providence  of  God,  the  one  hundredth  year  of  the 
existence  of  this  Church  having  arrived,  it  was  resolved  by 
the  Pastor  and  Vestry,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Con- 
gregation, to  Celebrate  the  interesting  event  in  an  appro- 
priate manner,  by  religious  services,  in  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment !of  that  Goodness  by  which  the  Lord  had  led  them 
hitheridsas  a people.  On  Saturday  morning,  April  29th, 
the 'Rev.  E.  Peixoto,  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  of  Old 
Goshenhoppen,  preache,d  from  Exodus  XV,  13,  in  the 
'German  Language,  after  which  the  Preparatory  services 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  were  conducted 
by  the  Pastor  Loci,  the  Rev.  II.  S.  Miller  in  the  same 
language.  On  the  Lord’s  day,  April  30th,  notwithstanding 
•the  weather  being  inclement,  the  Pastor  Loci  delivered  a 
discourse  in  the  German  language  to  a full  house,  from 
Psalm  2G,  8. — Theme  : “The  reverence  due  to  the  house 
of  God,”  shewing  forth  in  the  first  place,  whereon  that 
•reverence  is  founded,  and  secondly,  in  what  manner  it  is 
.manifested,  prefacing  it  with  an  interesting  account  of  the 
•history  of  the  Church.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Supper  was 
then  administered  by  the  Pastor  to  85  communicants^ 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Richards,  formerly  Pastor, 
of  this  Church,  and  now  of  Germantown,  Pa, 


In  the  afternoon  the  services  were  continued,  the  Rev. 
John  W.  Richards  preaching  from  Luke  XIV,  28 — 30, 
in  the  English  language,  directing  his  attention  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  Catechumens  about  to  be  received  into  the 
Church,  showing  how  maturely  we  should  count  the  cost 
before  we  professed  the  Saviour. 

On  Monday  morning  the  Pastor  Loci  resumed  the  servi- 
ces in  the  English  language,  addressing  the  large  assem- 
• blage  on  the  nature  of  the  interesting  ordinance  of  the  day 
—then  examined  the  applicants  for  admission  to  church 
membership,  and  confirmed  them  in  the  faith  of  their 
fathers,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  church.  Then  the 
preparatory  services  for  the  Lord’s  Supper  were  conducted 
in  the  English  language  and  the  audience  dismissed.  In 
the  afternoon  the  Rev,  C.  F.  Welden,  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran 
Church  of  Vincent,  in  Chester  County,  edified  the  congre- 
gation in  the  English  language  from  Eph.  4,  3,  selling 
forth  “The  dignity,  importance,  and  .responsibility  of  the 
Christian  character.”  On  Tuesday,  May  .2nd,  the  day 
proper  of  the  Jubilee,  the  sun  shone  with  renewed  splen- 
dor, and  delightful  weather  seemed  to  animate  all  for  the 
celebration  of  the  festival  occasion.  The  services  com- 
menced by  the  Vestry,  Catechumens,  and  the  Pastor  Loci, 
together  with  the  clerical  brethren  Welden  and  Richards 
joining  in  procession  from  the  Schoolhouse  to  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  which  had  been  beautifully  decorated  with 
emblematical  evergreens  by  ladies  of  the  congregation. 
As  the  procession  entered  the  church  (now  far  too  small  to 
contain  the  assembled  multitude)  the  excellent  choir  (led  by 
M.  Haldeman,  Esq.)  sang  the  beautiful  Anthem  “Wake, 
the  song  of  Jubilee.”  Then  was  sung  the  introductory 
Hymn  No.  44,  “Before  Jehovah’s  awful  throne.”  Then 
the  confessional  service  was  read  by  the  Pastor,  and  the 
lesson  selected  for  the  festival,  Psalm  48,  was  read  at  the 
altar  by  brother  Welden,  after  which,  Hymn  No.  530, 
“Hark  the  song  of  Jubilee”  was  sung  by  the  congregation 
and  the  pastor  addressed  the  throne  of  grace  in  prayer. 
The  centenary  sermon  was  then  delivered  by  brother  J. 
W.  Richard*,  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  the  grandson  of  the 
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Rev*  Henry  Melchior  Muhlenberg,  the  founder  of  the 
church,  from  Psalm  78,  2—8,  theme  : “The  fruitful 
retrospect.”  After  prayer  by  the  speaker,  the  choir  sang 
the  beautiful  anthem  “Sanctus  Hosannah. The  commu- 
nion service  was  then  read  and  the  elements  consecrated 
by  the  pastor  loci,  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  administered  to 
the  brethren  present,  viz  : Miller,  Richards  and  Welden, 
by  whom  it  was  then  alternately  distributed  to  140  com- 
municants including  the  catechumens.  All  the  services  of 
this  day  were  in  English.  The  concluding  prayer  was 
offered  by  the  Pastor  and  the  benediction  pronounced,  after 
which  the  congregation  united  in  singing  the  following 
farewell  Hymn. 

Farewell ! farewell  ! for  we  must  part; 

Our  meetings  now  are  o’er — 

Farewell  ! farewell ! now  we  must  part ; 

Perhaps  to  meet  no  more. 


And  should  we  meet  no  more  below, 
lu  heaven  we  hope  to  dwell ; 
i.'  . Brothers  and  sisters  one  and  all, 

- ' We  bid  farewell,  farewell ! 


'•  The  pastor  then  look  leave  of  his  catechumens  and  ad- 
monished them  to  remain  steadfast  in  the  faith  they  pro- 
fessed. God  grant  that  it  so  may  be. 

The  Rev.  G.  Mintzer  of  the  Episcopal  church  at  Evans- 
burg  was  present  during  tile  services. 

Among  those  present  were  the  following  grand  children 
of  Father  Muhlenberg. — The  Hon.  H.  A.  Muhlenburg, 
Hon.  M.  S.  Richards  and  his  son  William  Augustus,  of 
Reading,  Rev.  J.  W.  Richards  of  Germantown,  Mrs. 
Charlotte  F.  Oakeley  and  Mrs.  Hetty  Hiester  of  Reading, 
-and  her  daughter  Mrs.  Ann  Jones,  and  her  son  Francis 
Hiester. 

' An  hundred  years  more  and  they  will  have  been  long 
numbered  with  their  departed  relative. 

In  the  afternoon  Rev.  G.  -xMintzer  of  the  Episcopal 
church  preached  to  a well  filled  house  in  English,  from 
Acts  26,  28,  setting  forth  several  reasons  why  many  2re 
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not  altogether  Christians.  Brother  Welden  assisted  in  the 
services.  The  whole  services  of  the  festival  were  closed 
with  some  appropriate  remarks  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,, 
and  the  congregation  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by 
brother  Richards. 

.Thus  ended  the  interesting  services  of  the  Jubilee  Cen- 
tenary. 

May  the  impressive  truths  heard  on  this  occasion  be  deep- 
ly impressed  on  the  hearts  of  all  present:  May  we  be  anew 
encouraged  by  these-  recollections  of  old  to  walk  iii  the 
-pa.ths'of  our  pious  fathers  : May  our  Zion  be  doubly  dear 
to  us  henceforth  and  may  we  never  forsake  its  doctrines 
and  usages,  for  the  novelties  and  inventions  of  man,  nor 
lorget  its  interests  in  weal  or  wo. 

May  the  faith  in  which  we  were  nurtured,  sustain  us  in- 
all  our  conflicts  with  the  adversary  of  our  souls,  and  assure 
us  of  certain  victory  in  the  hour  of  death.  And  when 
another  century,,  with  all  its  changes,  shall  have  elapsed, 
and  those  who  rejoiced  in  this  Jubilee  shall  have  long  be- 
fore gone  to  eternity,  may  they  have  met  at  the  right  hand 
of  ihe  Saviour  whom  they  followed  here,  the  spirits  of 
their  departed  fathers,  and  when  the  last  day  shall  have 
come,  may  they  and  we  and  all  who  love  the  Redeemer, 
come  as  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  with  songs,  and  ever- 
lasting joys  upon  their  heads,  and  find  their  names  written 
in  the  Lambs  Book  of  life  and  be  saved  with  an  everlasting: 
salvation  ! Amen.. 

The  congregation  still  worships  in  the  original  building- 
erected  100  years  ago,  which  building  is  yet  in  excellent 
condition  and  unaltered.  The  Rev.  Henry  S.  Miller 
is  its  pastor  and  preaches  every  two  weeks  on  the  morning, 
of  the  Lord’s  day,  alternately  in  English  and  German,  and 
during  the  Summer  some  additional  Sunday  services  in 
English.  He  likewise  preaches  in  English  and  German  at 
Pottsgrove,  Limerick,  and; Towamencin,  and  in  German  at 
Keeley’s.  The  congregation  numbers  at  least  300  com- 
municant members,  and  the  worship  of  its  sanctuary  is  very 
•well. attended,  notwithstanding  various- churches  have  been 
formed  out  of  it  since  its  origin.  At  different  times  lega- 
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cics  have  been  bequeathed  it.  One  of  £50  by  Gen.  Peter 
Muhlenberg,  the  congregation  being  bound  by  it  to  keep  in 
good  repair  the  graves  of  the  Muhlenberg  family — also 
lately  one  of  $100  by  the  late  Sarah  Johnson. 

In  connection  with  the  church  is  a Sunday  School,  num- 
bering 110  Scholars  and  having  a fine  Library  of  400 
volumes.  Also  a “Muhlenberg  Missionary  Society.” 

The  congregation  possesses  beside  its  church,  a good 
Stone  School  House,  with  dwelling  for  the  Teacher,  or  the 
Sexton,  (erected  about  50  years  ago,)  also  a fine  large  dou- 
ble stone  Parsonage,  42  feet  long  and  32  feet  wide — built 
1836 — and  5 acres  of  land,  together  with  a field  to  contain 
carriages  &c.  during  public  worship.  The  parsonage  cost 
about  $3000,  the  ground  alone  being  $1150. 

According  to  a resolution  of  the  Vestry,  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Richards  was  requested  to  furnish  a copy  of  his  sermon 
for  publication  ; which  request  he  granted.  The  Lord 
graciously  bestow  the  increase  unto  all  that  has  been  done 
in  accordance  with  his  will  on  this  truly  solemn  and  inter- 
esting occasion  ! To  his  name  be  all  praise. 

■V%In  the  name  of  the  Vestry. 

II.  S.  MILLER,  Pastor  Loci. 
Trappe,  May  3rd,  1813. 


TUB  ERVlTEtJB  RETROSPECT, 

& SH2BEG®SS,8 

BY  THE  REV.  J.  W.  RICHARDS. 


To  commemorate  important  events  by  festival  occasions 
is  a general  usage,  commended  by  ancient  practice  and 
modern  example,  and  resting  on  the  highest  authority.  The 
Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  Aaron  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in 
reference  to  the  children  of  Israel:  “This  day  shall  bo 

unto  you  for  a memorial  and  ye  shall  keep  it  a feast  to  the 
Lord  throughout  your  generations,  ye  shall  keep  it  a feast 
by  an  ordinance  for  ever.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when 
your  children  shall  say  unto  you,  what  mean  ye  by  this 
service?  that  ye  shall  say  : It  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  Lord’s 
Passover,  who  passed  over  the  houses  of  the  children  of 
Israel  in  Egypt,  when  he  smote  the  Egyptians  and  deliv- 
ered our  houses.  And  the  people  bowed  the  head  and 
worshipped.”  So  also  among  the  Greeks  were  the  Olym- 
pic Games  celebrated — instituted,  according  to  some  histo- 
rians, to  commemorate  the  victory  of  Jupiter  over  the 
Titans.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  festivals  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  of  almost  every  other  nation.  In  later  times 
we  find  this  usage  still  prevailing  and  applied  to  holier  and 
higher  objects  than  those  of  the  Heathens.  Among  the 
great  mass  of  Christians  the  anniversary  of  our  Saviour's 
birth  is  observed  a3  a season  of  never  to  be  forgotten  joy — 
thus  too  the  remembrance  of  that  glorious  Reformation 
which,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  burst  the  fetters  of  the 
mind  and  gave  free  scope  to  its  unshackled  energies,  and 
taught  it  anew  truly  to  appreciate  the  benedictions  of  that 
Gospel,  which  gives  us  a saving  knowledge  of  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Hence  too  the  celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  our 
National  Independence,  an  event  which  has  been  instru- 
mental in  making  us  a free,  and  great,  and  prosperous  peo- 
ple ; and  which,  if  it  were  kept,  like  the  Pass-over,  “to  the 
Lord,”  would  make  us  also  a truly  blessed  nation. 


"With  strict  propriely  you  have  therefore  so  neatly  deco- 
tated  this  Sanctuary  and  we  have  assembled  this  day  to 
keep  holy  unto  the  Lord  the  Centenary  Anniversary  of  the 
erection  of  this  church.  One  hundred  years  have  elapsed 
this  day  since,  amid  prayer  and  joy,  its  corned  stone  was 
laid  f Oh  ! as  the  mind  flashes  with  lightning  glances  over 
the  past,  what  thrilling  recollections  throng  around  it  ! 
“Our  Fathers,  where  are  they  ? and  the  Prophets,  do  they 
live  forever ?”  Oil!  it  were  a theme  might  well  become 
an  angel’s  tongue;  how  then,  shall  it  receive  justice  from 
the  frail  mortal  who  now  addresses  you?  Nevertheless  grant 
me  your  attention  while  we  delineate  such  interesting  por- 
tions of  the  history  of  this  congregation  as  have  come  to 
our  knowledge,  and  then  direct  your  reflections  to  some 
useful  lessons  which  may  be  deduced  from  it..  We  shall 
be  as  brief  as  the  nature  of  the  case  Will  permit.  To  as- 
sist us  in  our  meditations,  both  joyful  and  mournful  to  the 
heart,  we  have  selected  the  Words  of  the  text,  which  may 
be  readily  accommodated  to  the  subject  before  us  : “J  will 
niter'  dark  sayings  of  old:  which  we  have  heard  and 
known,  and  our  fathers  have  told  us.  We  will  not  hide 
them  from  their  children,-  shewing  to  the  generation  to 
come  the  praises  of  the  Lord,  and  his  strength,  and  his 
wonderful  works  that  he  hath  done.  For  he  established  a 
testimony  in  Jacob,  and  appointed  a law  in  Israel,  which 
he  commanded  our  fathers',  that  they  should  niake  them 
known  to  their  children  : That  the  generation  to  come 

might  know" them,  even  the  childien1  Which  should  bo  born, 
Who  should  arise  and  declare  them  to  their  children  : that 
they  might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works 
of  God,  but  keep  his  commandments:  And  might  not  be  as 
their  fathers,  a stubborn  and  rebellious  generation  ; ,a  gene- 
ration that  set  not  their  heart  aright  and  whose  spirit  was* 
rtot  steadfast  with  God.” 

First  then,  “the  dark  sayings  of  old,  which  we  have 
heard  and  known  and  our  fathers  have  told  us.”  We  di- 
rect your  attention  to  a brief  retrospective  view  or  sketch 
of  the  history  of  this  church. 

Iin  the  mouth* of  November  A.  D.  1712  Henry  Melchior 
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Muhlenberg  arrived  in  this  country.  He  was  born  Sep- 
tember G,  1711,  at  Eimbeck,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover, 
and  was  Inspector  of  an  Orphan  House  and  pastor  of  a 
congregation  in  Great  Hennersdorf,  imthe  Margravate  of 
Lusatia,  bordering  on  Bohemia  and  Silesia.  In  Sept.  1741 
he  accepted  the  call  of  the  pastorship  of  the  congregations  in 
Philadelphia,  Providence  and  New  Hanover  in  this  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania.  lie  was  selected  by  the  Rev.  Doctor  and 
Professor  Franke  of  Halle  Orphanhouse  for  this  special 
purpose;  and  well  did  he  justify  the  choice  by  his  ardent 
piety,  his  great  talents,  splendid  attainments,  excellent  good 
sense,  unwearied  perseverence  and  self-denial  in  the  labor 
of  the  ministry  ; a -combination  of  qualities  which  would 
have  insured  him  a commanding  position  in  his  native  land, 
but  which,  though  a young  man,  he  was  willing  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  master  unambitiously  to  employ  in  the  western 
wiids. 

As  the  first  regularly  ordained  and  called  Lutheran  min*- 
ister  he  arrived  in  this  country,  after  many  dangers  and 
perils,  about  the  31st  year  of  his  age.  The  country  he 
found  very  fertile,  but, almost  unimproved — a few  houses- 
were  scattered  miles  apart,  along  roads  leading  principally 
through  forests  yet  unreclaimed,  partly  filled  with  wild 
beasts  and  the  still  more  savage  Indian.  No  turnpikes,  no 
bridges,  no  conveniences  for  the  traveller  then  existed  ! 
He  found  nearly  all  his  people  poor,  and  in  respect  to  their 
spiritual  slate  in  an  equally  wretched  condition.  Without 
pastors  and  teachers  the  multitude  had  grown  up  ignorant, 
wild  and  wanton.  In  some  places-  disorderly,  and  in  Ger- 
many, suspended  ministers,  or  else  self-called  preachers 
had  stolen  into  the  fold,  and  made  their  hearers  yet  more 
hardened  and  profligate.  And  the  souls  that  still  loved 
order  and  sought  spiritual  food,  had  been  led  astray  by 
various  sects  and  were  scattered,  or  were  despised  and 
scoffed  at  falsely  by  others. 

In  this  critical  state  of  things  Muhlenberg,  the  man  of 
God  arrived.  Having1  been  informed  in  Philadelphia  that 
no  congregation  any  longer  existed  there,  (which  was  part- 
ly incorrect,  members  still  existing  though  dispersed  and- 
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■without  a church,)  he  departed  the  day  after  for  New  Han- 
over. His  first  sermon  in  this  State  Was  held  there  Nov. 
28,  1742,  from  2 Cor.  v.  20 — -“Now  then  we  are  ambassa- 
dors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by  us:  we 
pray  you  in  Christie  stead,  be  ye  recohcihed  to  God” — a 
text  of  the  right  spirit.  This  place  was  also  called  “Falck- 
ner  Swamp,”  the  soil  being  swampy  and  the  first  settler 
being  named  Falck,  as  Muhlenberg  tells  us  in  the  “Hal- 
lischen  Nachrichten  of  congregatiohs  in  Petina.,”  a work 
to  which  we  are  principally  indebted  for  the  facts  we  bring 
before  you.  There  he  found  about  120  heads  of  families 
belonging  to  the  church,  in  a deplorable  state,  and  a yet 
unfinished  block  church.  Some  rejoiced  at  his  coming  ; 
others  were  not  entirely  satisfied  as  they  had  a self-called 
preacher,  and  they  thought  it  wrong  to  dismiss  their  old 
minister,  because,  though  he  was  not  ordained  and  some- 
times got  drunk,  he  could  still  preach  well ! Others  again 
had  been  deceived  so  often, . they  would  be  deceived  no 
more.  Finally  however  Muhlenberg  was  received  as  pas- 
tor. In  Providence,  Father  Muhlenberg  (as  we  shall  call 
him  to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  his  family  and  name) 
found  at  most  about  50  heads  of  families,  but  no  church. 
This  place,  he  informs  us  in  a note,  was  called  in  common 
parlance  llthe  Treppe ,”  now  corrupted  into  Trappe,  by 
which  title  we  shall  hereafter  name  it.  Previous  to  his 
arrival  the  congregation  being  without  a pastor  and  deter- 
mined, much  to  their  credit,  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
strolling  vagabonds,  miscalling  themselves  preachers,  had 
been  served  a few  times  a year  with  the  Word  of  God  and 
the  Holy  Sacraments  by  the  brethren  of  the  Swedish  Lu- 
theran church.  At  this  time  there  existed  in  the  whole 
Township  of  Providence  (then  yet  undivided)  but  two 
places  of  public  worship,  viz:  a Mennonist  Meeting  House 
and  an  Episcopal  church,  probably  the  one  yet  standing  at 
Evansburg. 

At>first  Father  Muhlenberg  preached  in  a barn  and  the 
people  “were  attentive  and  hungered  after  the  word.”  He 
spent  a week  in  rotation  with  each  of  his  three  congrega- 
tions, teaching  also  in  the  week.  On  Wednesday,  Janua- 
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ry  5th,  1743,  service  was  celebrated  as  usual  in  the  barn. 
The  Vestry  resolved  to  build  a church  of  stone,  wood  being1 
too  perishable.  Having  been  published  already  twice  and 
the  congregation  encouraged  to  pray  and  trust  in  God,  sub- 
scriptions were  made  to  the  amount  of  about  ^GlOO  Penna. 
currency,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  church  being  about  200 
pounds  sterling,  which  was  considered  very  good — and  to 
which  was  to  be  added  a small  sum  of  money  forwarded 
from  Germany.  But  whence  the  remainder  was  to  come, 
was  a distressing  question  at  that  time.  About  this  time  a 
school-house  of  wood  was  built  and  finished  before  the 
corner  stone  of  the  church  was  laid.  On  the  2d  day  of 
May  A.  D.  1743  the  corner  stone  of  the  first  Lutheran 
Church  in  Providence  was  laid,  of  that  same  church  in 
which  we  are  assembled  now.  How  many  surprising 
changes  have  come  over  this  country  since  ! How  many 
generations  have  since  gone  to  the  grave,  and  these  hallow- 
ed time-worn  walls  still  remain  ! And  now,  in  the  order 
of  Providence,  the  grandson  of  that  Muhlenberg  who 
preached  on  that  solemn  occasion,  preaches  to  you  on  the 
equally  solemn.occasion  of  the  centenary  celebration  of  that 
memorable  event — but  under  far  happier  auspices  for  the 
church  ; and  10  of  his  grand  children  and  great  grand  chil- 
dren are  in  your  midst  to  commemorate  it  with  you.  A 
vast  multitude  is  convened  here  to-day — and  so  it  was  then. 
They  sang  in  German,  the  almost  inspired  Hymn  of  Paul 
Gerhard  (No.  176  in  Lutheran  Hymn  Booh)  (“Eefielil  dit 
deine  ivegc”  §'C.)  “Commend  thy  ways,  and  all  that 
grieves  thy  heart,  to  God,”&c.  A favorite  hymn  it  would 
appear  of  this  faithful  servant  of  God,  for  its  last  verse  was 
his  dying  words!  He  then  preached  in  German  from 
Zcich.  xiv.  7:  “But  it  shall  be  one  day  which  shall  be  known 
to  the  Lord,  not  day  nor  night : but  it  shall  come  to  pass 
that  at  evening  time  it  shall  be  light,”  a text  selected  for 
encouragement  in  reference  to  the  straitened  circumstances 
of  the  congregation.  After  the  German  service  he  also 
delivered  a discourse  in  the  English  language,  because 
many  English  persons  were  present — so  that  this  language 
is  no  sign  of  the  destruction  of  Lutheranism,  as  one  would 
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•suppose  from  the  violent  opposition  made  to  its  introduc- 
tion by  many  Lutheran  churches  even  where  imperious 
necessity  calls  for  it.  Yea  ! not  .only  -did  the  warmest 
friend  and  most  faithful  adherent  the  Lutheran  church  ever 
had  in  this  or  in  any  other  country,  preach  also  in  English 
at  the  very  lay  ing  of  the  corner  stone,  but  lie’ tells  us  also  in 
the  year  A.  D.  1754  (nine  years  later)  that  “every  other 
/Sunday  he  preached  in  Summer  at  Providence  (the  Trappe) 
in  the  morning  in  German  and  in  the  afternoon  in  Eng* 
lish”  “because  there  were  rather  more  English  than  Ger- 
man inhabitants.”  •-  4 

, Oh  what  a blessed  thing  for  our  church,  if  the  same  en- 
lightened policy  had  been  pursued  to  the  present  day, 
instead  of  imposing  on  it  the  curse  of  a contrary  course  ! 
No  . ignorant  and  ruinous  prejudices  were  entertained  by 
our  forefathers  concerning  the  language.  It  was  the  doc- 
trines, and  not  the  dress  in  which  they  were  clothed,  for 
which  they  were  interested  1 

Probably  on  this  occasion  of  laying  the  corner  stone  the 
church  received  the  name  of  “Augustus,”  not  Saint  Au- 
gustus, as  we  have  seen  it  noted  by  some  others.  It  is 
called  thus  in  the  Diary  of  Father  Muhlenberg  A.  D.  1761, 
before  any  other  important  epoch  occurred  which  could 
have  given  rise  to  it.  It  was  not  named  after  any  imagina- 
ry Saint,  but  probably  in  honor  of  Augustus  Herman 
Franke , the  founder  of  the  celebrated  Halle  Orphan-House, 
who  died  (A.  D.  1727)  a few  years  before  Muhlenberg 
studied  at  Halle  (A.  D.  1738) — or  else  in  gratitude  to  Dr. 
Gotihilf  Augustus  Franke,  professor  &c.  at  Halle,  who 
was  the  special  friend  and  counsellor  of  Muhlenberg  while 
he  studied  Theology  in  that  University,  and  assisted  in 
teaching  the  children  in  the  Orphan-house.,  and  who  select- 
ed Muhlenberg  as  the  most  suitable  missionary  or  pastor 
for  these  churches  in  Pennsylvania. 

August  31st,  1743,  the  church  was  roofed,  and  Sept.  12th 
of  JL^e  same  year  the  congregation  left  the  barn  and  preach- 
ed in  the  church  for  the  first  time,  although  it  was  not  yet 
finished,  and  they  determined  not  to  dedicate  it  until  per- 
fectly completed.  Muhlenberg  gave  his  salary  the  first 


y.ear  or  two  towards  effecting  this  desirable  object — 50«£ 
sterling  ($225)  being  still  due  on  the  edifice.  In  the  year 
1745,  the  Sunday  after  Michaelis,  (Michaelis  always  being 
September  29th)  in  that  year  either  the  last  Sunday  in 
September  or  the  first  in  October,  the  church  was  solemnly 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  It  is  briefly 
stated  “that  the  Rev.  Peter  Brunnholz  (lately  arrived  as 
assistant  Lutheran  Minister  from  Germany)  and  father 
Muhlenberg,  together  with  two  other  Lutheran  ministers, 
(probably  Mr.  Schaum  and  Nic.  Kurz,  who  came  with 
Brunnholz  as  candidates  of  theology)  and  many  hundred 
souls  were  present.  And  that  three  negroes,  after  public 
examination,  were  baptized  on  the  same  day,”  The  fol- 
lowing dedicatory  inscription  was  placed  in  the  church 
wall : "Sub  remegio  Christi  has  ae.des  socielali  Augus - 

i arise  confess : declitae  dedicatas  ex  ipso  fundamento 
■cxstruxit  Hew'icus  Melchior  Muhlenberg  ana  cum  censo - 
ribas,  I.  N.  Crossinanno,  F.  Marstellero,  A.  Ileilmano , J. 
Muellero,  H.  Hasio  et  G.  Rebnero , A.  D . MDCCXLIII.” 
That  is : “Henry  Melchior  Muhlenberg,  together  with  his 

council  I.  N.  Crossman,  F..  Marsteller,  A.  Heilman,  J. 
Miller,  H.  Haas,  and  G.  Rebner,  erected  from  the  founda- 
tion, under  the  auspice  of  Christ  this  temple  dedicated  by 
the  Society  holding  to  the  Augsburg  Confession.”  Oh  ! 
what  a day  of  joy  to  our  fathers  1 

Hitherto  (A.  D.  1745)  Muhlenberg,  living  in  the  city, 
had  attended  alone  to  all  these  churches ; but  the  Rev. 
Peter  Brunnholz  having  arrived  in  January  1745,  from  that 
time  until  June  of  the  same  year,  i.  c.  for  5 months,  these 
two  brethren  preached  here  alternately.  Then  they  made 
a special  division  of  their  charge,  and  Muhlenberg  moved 
to  the  Trappc  with  his  family,  (he  having  married  April 
the  30th  of  that  year  Anna  Maria,  a daughter  of  the  cele- 
brated Conrad  Weiser,  of  Colonial  memory)  and  took  spe- 
cial charge  of  Trappe  and  Hanover,  he  and  Brunnholz  still 
mutually  assisting  each  other  in  lime  of  need.  He  contin- 
ued here  till  A.  D.  1761,  and  with  little  intermission  till 
his  death.  His  residence  during  this  former  period,  till 
176J,  was  the  stone  house  yet  standing  immediately  North 
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East  of  the  church. 

In  the  year  174G  there  . were  already  more  than  100 
communicants  at  each  semi-annual  communion  season. 
Would  to  God  we  could  still  enforce  at  all  times  the  same 
salutary  preparatory  exercises.  He  tells  us  th-at  “the  week 
before  the  Lord’s  Supper  all  who  would  partake,  must  meet 
the  Pastor  at  the  parsonage  or  school  house,  when  the  op- 
portunity is  embraced  to  ascertain  the  spiritual  condition  of 
each  soul  and  to  afford  it  the  necessary  warning  or  comfort 
and  .encouragement,  and  to  obtain  also  .a  knowledge  of  the 
external  and  social  relations.  The  day  before  the  celebra- 
tion of  .the, Eucharist  all  such  meet  in  church — a',  suitable 
sermon  on  repentance  is  preached  and  applied,  without 
mentioning  names,  to  each  individual  condition.  Then  all 
surround  the  altar  in  a semi-circle  and  if  there  be  any  who 
have  been  a public  offence, .or  open  stumbling  block,  they 
must  each  come  forward.  The  pastor  again  reminds  them 
publicly  of  their  sins,  admonishes  them  to  true  repentance, 
and  demands  of  them  contrition,  faith,  and  amendment  of 
life.  When  they  have  promised  this,  the  Pastor  asks  all 
present  whether  they  will  forgive  the  offence  caused  by. 
those  thus  confessing  their  sins  and  will  help  to  pray  for 
them ' to.  God,  through  Christ — which  is  always  granted 
with  heartfelt  tears.  Then  all  are  admonished  not  to  think 
themselves  better  than  these  sinners,  for  every  one  would 
have  abundant  reason  to  watch  over  his  own  hear!,  and. 
that  the  grace  of  Christ  alone  could  amend  and  keep  them 
from  sin.  After  this  the. usual  confession  is  made  kneeling, 
pardon  being  promised  to  the  truly  penitent,  and  condem- 
nation declared  from  God’s  word  to  all  impenitent,  hypo- 
crites as  well  as  open,  sinners.  All  are  yet  once  asked 
whether  they  have  any  ill  will  towards  each  other— and  if 
any  misunderstanding  between  members  remain,  such 
members  meet  after  service  in  the  parsonage,  forgive  each 
other  and  are  reconciled.”  Oh  .what  a Christian,  blessed 
discipline  ! To  what  a summit  of  spirituality  our  oJnircli 
would  have  attained  had  this  been  always  enforced  ! What 
little  occasion  then  to  mourn  over  spiritual  decline  and  to 
he  misjudged  by  other  denominations  ! 
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.'April  11th,  1748,  on  Easter  Monday,  Rev.  John  IJand- 
schuh,  of  Philadelphia,  preached  and  assisted  Muhlenberg 
in  the  administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  June  17th, 
1750,  being  the  first  Sunday  after  Trinity,  a general  Sy- 
nodical meeting  (the  third  in  number)  was  held  at  the 
Trappe,  at  which  were  present  the  Reverend  brethren 
RrunnhoIz.II  andschuh,  Kurz,  Schaum,  Weygandt,  Schrenk, 
Rauss,  and  Muhlenberg,  also  lay  delegates  from  Philadel- 
phia, Germantown,  Providence,  New  Hanover,  the  Swe- 
dish Lutheran  church  at  Marlollen,  Tulpehocken  and  Hei- 
delberg; from  York,  Lancaster,  Upper  Milford,  Saccnm, 
Forks  and  Saccuna,  from  Indianfield,  Goschehoppe,  To- 
hecka,  Macunshy,  Raritan  and  Cohenzy.  (I  have  followed 
the  German  orthography.)  You  perceive  that  in  these 
seven  years  the  grain  of  mustard  seed  had  already  grown  ! 
All  went  from  the  parsonage  in  procession  to  the  church, 
numbering  both  clerical  and  lay  members  G9  persons,  the 
lay  representation  being  large.  The  church  window  sashes 
were  removed  and  green  bushes  fixed  around  the  outside  of 
the  church  to  afford  shade  for  the  vast  number  that  could 
not  find  room  within  the  edifice.  Pastor  Ilandschuh 
preached— -Muhlenberg  followed  in  a short  exhortation  on 
the  goodness  of  God  in  building  up  the  Lutheran  church  in 
the  last  seven  years,  after  which  he  closed  with  a latin  ad- 
dress to  the  brethren  of  the  ministry.  The  next  day  Rev. 
Weygandt  preached  and  the  Synodical  business  was  trans- 
acted, and  the  session  closed.  This  year  Muhlenberg 
preached  statedly  also  in  Saccnm  and  Upper  Milford  and 
the  English  Swedish  Lutheran  church  at  Marlotten. 

April  7th,  1751,  Muhlenberg  administered  the  Lord’s 
Supper  and  confirmed  twenty-one  young  persons.  The 
greater  part  was  young  persons  scattered  at  a distance,  de- 
siring to  partake  of  this  Sacrament  by  proper  admission  to 
the  privilege.  In  receiving  them  into  the  church  he  fol- 
lowed the  Scriptural  Lutheran  rule.  They  were  first  in- 
structed and  “some  gave  evident  tokens  of  operations  of 
grace,  while  others  could  only  say,  Lord,  Lord,  and  yea, 
vea.  All  confessed  their  faith  and  renewed  their  baptismal 
covenant  before  the  congregation  with  many  tears.  Rev. 
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Paslor  Ilarlwick  was  present  and  admired  the  sensible 
answers, they  gave  on  the  order  of  salvation.  We  can  only 
plant  and  water  in  great  weakness,  he  continues,  and  must 
humbly  pray  God  in  Christ  graciously  to  bestow  the  -in- 
crease.” 

JFrom  May  to  August  of  that  year  Muhlenberg  preached 
^fr-in  New  York,  and  also  in  A.  D.  1752  the  same  period  of 
time, .in  the  English,  German,  and  Low  Dutch  languages — 
Trappe  in  the  mean  time  being  served  by  the  other  breth- 
ren, . Handschub,  Brunnholz,  Schulze,  &c.  In  the  year 
1754  Muhlenberg  preached  every  other  Sunday  here  in 
English  in  the  afternoon,  and  German  in  the  morning — 
(the  number  of  English  inhabitants  outnumbering  the  Ger- 
man population) — a practice  which  ought  never  to  have 
been  departed  from,  in  the  manner  it  was,  to  the  total  ex- 
clusion of  the  English  service. 

In  the  year  1757  Muhlenberg  was  absent  some  time  at 
Raritan,  &c.  in  New  Jersey,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Kurz,  jun’r. 
attending  to  the  Trappe  church  for  him.  Muhlenberg  was 
very  frequently  called  away  even  to  remote  places  to  labour 
for  the  welfare  of  Zion,  on  which  occasions  his  charge  was 
supplied  by  the  different  brethren.  In  the  year  1759  the 
Rev.  Schaum  assisted  Muhlenberg  about  every  four  weeks 
as  adjunct,  his  own  charge  being  Oley,  Pikeland  and  Up- 
per Dublin,  he  living  in  Falckner  Swamp — and  Muhlen- 
berg again  being  summoned  to  Jersey,  the  whole  charge  of 
Trappo  &c.  devolved  on  Rev,  Schaum  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  viz : from  June  3,  1759  to  May  2,  1700. 

Anno  1700,  October  18th,  another  Synodical  Meeting 
was  held  at  the  Trappe,  the  brethren  convening  at  the 
house  of  Father  Muhlenberg.  There  were  present  Paul 
Brycelius,  a Swede,  Wm.  Kurz,  ofTohicka,  M.  Gerock, 
of  Lancaster,  N.  Kurz,  of  Tulpehocken,  Ilausile,  of  Read- 
ing, A.  Weygandt,  of  New  York,  Handschub,  of  Philadel- 
phia, Schaum,  of  Pikeland,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Wrangel,  provost 
of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church;  the  strictest  union  and 
friendship  existing  then,  as  it  should  yet,  between  these 
two  sisters  of  the  same  household  of  faith.  Provost  Wran- 
gel read  the  Psalm  133,  then  was  sung  in  German  Hymn 
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No.  G89,  “Come  Holy  Spirit,  Lord  God,  &c.,”  (Komni 
Heiliger  Geist,  Herr  Golt,)  after  which  N.  Kurz  read  the 
liturgical  services  (they  were  not  then  neglected,  as  by 
many  now,  in  our  public  worship,  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
our  fathers,)  baptized  children,  and  read  the  appointed 
Epistle  and  Gospel ; and  the  sermon  was  preached  by 
Pastor  Gerock  from  Matt,  xxii,  1 — 14,  the  theme  being : 
“The  true  connection  between  teachers  and  hearers.” 
In  the  afternoon,  provost  Wrangel  preached  from  Acts  xxiv, 
24,  25,  theme,  “The  unhappy  exertions  made  by  wilful 
sinners  to  weaken  in  their  souls  the  gracious  operations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.”  Many  interesting  topics  of  a spiritual 
and  pastoral  relation  were  discussed,  and  in  conclusion 
father  Muhlenberg  was  elected  Senior  of  the  Ministerium. 
Worthy  brethren  ye  are  gone,  but  gone  home  to  God  ! 

October  1 8th,  1761  Muhlenberg  preached  his  farewell 
sermon  at  the  Trappe  in  German  and  English  before  a 
great  multitude,  and  next  Sunday  also  at  New  Hanover, 
and  then  moved  with  his  family  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
that  congregation  still  claiming  him  as  their  Pastor  also 
and  greatly  needing  his  help,  of  which  it  had  been  deprived 
in  a great  measure  for  many  years.  He  left  bound  in  spiri\ 

The  Rev.  Harlwig  was  elected  to  supply  his  place,  but 
April  20th  of  the  next  year,  17G2,  he  informed  Muhlenberg 
that  he  intended  leaving.  Much  disturbance  appears  to 
have  arisen  in  the  congregation.  Some  dissatisfied  persons 
desired  to  employ  a self-called  preacher,  who  had  been  a 
Papist  and  was  not  ordained.  Ah,  too  often  a church 
learns  to  appreciate  its  faithful  pastor  only  when  he  is 
gone  ; belter  it  would  do  so  while  he  is  in  their  midst. 
Muhlenberg’s  loss  was  felt. 

May  16,  1762  Muhlenberg  administered  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
per at  the  Trappe,  when  it  was  resolved  to  elect  the  cate- 
chet  Jacob  Van  Buskerk  to  serve  here  and  at  New  Hano- 
ver for  6 months,  Muhlenberg  to  preach  every  six  weeks, 
as  noted,  says  he,  in  the  church  records,  which  records 
appear  unfortunately  to  be  lost.  1 would  here  remark,  that 
under  all  these  changes,  even  to  his  death,  Muhlenberg  was 
ever  regarded  os  the  pastor  of  the  church,  and  the  others 
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were  elected  from  time  to  time  as  his  adjuncts  or  assistant?. 

May  12th,  17G3,  on  Ascension  day,  Muhlenberg  having 
preached  from  Goloss.  hi,  1,  (the  organ  being  played  by  a 
stranger)  the  congregation  re-elected  Rev.  Van  Buskerk  for 
6 months  longer,  he  however  to  be  ordained,  though  still 
dissatisfied  that  Muhlenberg  was  noi  with  them  altogether. 
June  28th  of  this  year  Muhlenberg  sold  his  residence  and 
land,  situated  immediately  N.  E.  of  this  church,  the  stone 
house  still  standing  in  sight.  Even  then  he  forgot  not  the 
welfare  of  the  Zion  he  had  planted  by  his  labours  and 
watered  with  his  prayers.  “1  have  reserved  (saith  he  in  hjs 
Journal)  5 acres,  situated  along  the  road  and  near  the 
church,  and  several  acres  of  woodland  in  the  rear,  which 
in  future  may  serve  for  a convenient  parsonage,  if  a house 
be  built  . on  it,  (the  congregation-. as  yet  owning  nothing 
where  a minister  could  live.)  v The  congregation  shall  have 
the  first'  refusal  to  purchase  it,’r  To  all  appearance  this 
kind  intention  of  the  father  and  friend  of  this  church  was 
fruitless.  He  kept  the  properly  till  his  death,  and  after- 
wards his  son,  Gen.  Peter  Muhlenberg,  reserved  it  for  a 
long  time,  but  the  congregation  could  not  or  would  not  buy 
it.  At  last,  when  the  pastors  lived  in  the  village,,  finding 
the  parsonage  bought  during  the  pastorship  of  the  Rev. 
John  Wm.  Richards  (the  grandson  of  Muhlenberg)  much 
too  smaU,  the  church  purchased  these  5 acres,  then  owned 
by  Mr.  Michael  Shupe,  and  in  June  183G  built  thereon 
the  present  fine  new  edifice,  alike  creditable  to  the  liberali- 
ty of  the  people  and  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
church.  It  was  first  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Wampole, 
the  immediate  successor  of  Richards.  Thy  wishes  have 
been  fulfilled  in  this  respect,  sainted  patriarch  ; may  thy 
prayers  for  its  welfare  be  heard  in  all  other  respects  ! 

October  12,  1763  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  ordina- 
tion to  the  oflice  of  Deacon  or  Diaconus  of  the  Rev.  cate- 
cliet  Jacob  Van  Buskerk,  the  then  adjunct  pastor  of  this 
church  and  of  New  Hanover.  Residing  at  the  latter  place 
it  was  there  the  solemn  rile  was  executed.  The  Swedish 
Lutheran  Provost,  Dr.  Wrangel,  preached  a most  search- 
ing and  affecting  sermon,  v.Te  are  told,  from  John  xxi,  15-r 
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“Feed  my  lamb?;”' selling  forth  “the  tendei»love  of  Jesus 
for  his  dear  bought  souls.”  He,  together  with  Muhlen- 
berg, N.  Kurz  and  the  Swedish  Missionary  Heggeblat  then 
went  before  ihe  altar,  and  the  catechet  Van  Buskerk  kneel- 
ing while  the  congregation  sang  : “Komm  Heiliger  Geist, 
Herr  Gott,”  &c.  (Come  Holy  Spirit,  Lord  God,  &c.)  and 
a short  address  was  delivered  ; the  ordination  was  then 
scripturally  sealed  by  ihe  imposition  of  hands  of  all  the 
brethren  present,  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity  and  by  the 
Lord’s  Prayer,  each  brother  giving  him  a motto,  and  the 
congregation  singing  the  last  verse  of  Hymn,  “Nun 
•freut  euch,  liebe/n  Christen  gemein.”  (Rejoice  thou  Chris- 
tian church.) 

In  November  of  the  same  year  the  Trappe  congregation 
again  murmured  because  Muhlenberg  moved  not  back  to 
them,  and  the  church'was  greatly  suffering — though  they 
had  professed  to  be  satisfied  a few  weeks  before  when  their 
minister  was  ordained.  Muhlenberg  preached  Nov.  28, 
1763,  and  inasmuch  as  among  other  things  they  feared  he, 
or  his  heirs,  might  claim  “ the  large  sum ” they  acknowl- 
edged they  owed  him  as  arrearage  for  many  years  salary, 
he  publicly  and  generously  declared  that  he  would  forgive 
them  the  entire  debt,  but  on  this  condition  that  they  must 
call  those  alone  for  their  pastors  who  are  true  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Ministerium.  Moreover,  “one  thing,  saith 
he,  I publicly  slate  : you  know  for  what  object  this  Augus- 
tus church  and  schoolhouse  was  founded,  built,  and  desig- 
nated for  ever  in  the  writings  of  the  corner  stone  &c.  and 
•in  other  instruments;  and  to  secure  that  object  you  who  are 
at  present  the  Vestry  and  your  successors  are  to  strive, 
namely  : that  our  holy  Evangelical  doctrine  [nothing  said 
about  the  language,  as  though  unimportant,]  according  to 
the  foundation  of  the  Apostles  aud  Prophets  and  the  unal- 
tered Augsburg  Confession,  together  with  the  holy  Sacra- 
ments, be  continued  to  the  latest  posterity — and  in  so  far  I 
will  still  watch  with  you.1’  Brethren  of  the  present  vestry, 
see  ye  to  it  that  these  conditions  be  fulfilled,  and  heterodoxy 
and  a disorderly  ministry  be  ever  banished  by  you  from 
this  holy  temple ! 
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During  the  year  17C4  the  church  was  destitute  of  a set- 
tled. ministry*  Van  Buskerk  preaching  only  at  New  Hano- 
ver. In  the  year  1765,  Dec.  3d,  Yan  Buskerk  moved  to 
Germantown,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  JleV. 
John  Ludwig  Voigt  became  the  pastor  of  Trappe/and 
N g w Hanover,  the  call  having  bten  'given  already  the 
March  preceding,  and  Muhlenberg  accompanying  him  at 
]i is  installation.  He  continued  the  pastor  here  for  many 
years,  even  till  his  death,  moving  to  Vincent  in  Chester 
county. 

In  the  year  1776  Muhlenberg  again  moved  to  the  T rappe, 
into  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Dr.  Wack, 
where  lie  afterwards  died,  and  in  which  Rev.  Father  Wack 
also  departed  this  life.  lie  look  not  the  sole  pastoral  charge 
of  the  church,  having  become  infirm  through  age,  but 
preached  very  often  there  and  in  the  neighboring  churches 
in  both  languages,  for  several  years  more,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Voigt,  and  in  the  year  1778  also  by  his  son  the  Rev. 
Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg,  who  then  lived  at  New 
Ilanover.  In  the  year  A.  D.  1778,  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war  the  church  was  repeatedly  used  in  wet  and  cold 
weather  for  military  quarters,  though  otherwise  not  much 
abused.  After  the  year  1780  the  infirmities  of  age  and 
hard  labor  increased  rapidly  upon  Muhlenberg,  his  feet 
especially  swelling  so  much  that  he  could  not  ride  and 
scarcely  walk — his  mental  faculties  however  were  unim- 
paired. May  27,  1784  he  was  honored  by  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  with  the  then  seldom  conferred  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Sacred  Theology.  ' Being  the  first  pastor  of  this 
church,  its  brightest  jewel,  and  the  first  of  its  servants 
whose  ashes  repose  in  its  cemetery,  we  can  not  but  dwell 
n little  on  his  dying  hour;  one  niethinks,  still  remembered 
t>y  some  few  hoary  heads  nowin  our  midst,  whose  spiritu- 
al father  he  was.  He  died  Oct.  7,  1787,  very  soon  after 
the  hour  of  midnight,  aged  76  years  and  1 month.  In  this 
year  he  appeared  to  die  daily,  and  waited  with  desire  for 
his  end,  like  the  apostle  Paul,  “longing  to  depart  and  be 
with  Christ,  which  he  knew  to  be  far  better.”  The  swel- 
ling of  his  feet  increased,  and  an  asthmatic  affection  seized 
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him  ; to  which  was  finally  added  a constipation,  which 
medicine  could  scarcely  remove.  Eight  days  before  his 
death  lie  appeared  greatly  revived  and  very  cheerful.  Ilis 
old  friend  Pastor  Voigt  visited  him  and  expressed  joy  at 
his  improved  health,  but  when  he  left,  the  aged  servant  of 
God  told  him,  that  they  would  scarcely  see  each  other 
again  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  recited  his  favorite  verse, 
of  which  the  following  beautiful  metrical  translation  has 
been  kindly  furnished  me  by  my  young  friend  Charles  II. 
Garber : 

“1  travel  on  at  his  command, 

A weary  journey,  to  my  God, 

Seeking  my  own  dear  Fatherland, 

That  Christ  hath  purchased  with  his  blood. 

For  the  journey  my  heart  is  weak; 

My  spirit,  panting  to  be  free, 

In  mourning  accents  seems  to  speak  : 

<4Lord,  bear  me  home,  take  me  to  lhee.,? 

Oh  then  how  happy  1 shall  be, 

1 shall  with  angels  sing  and  dwell, 

And  with  the  ransom’d  throng  ’round  thee, 

The  God,  the  Christ,  1 love  so  well.” 

Ich  liab’  vor  mir  eine  schwere  Reis’ 

Zu  dir  in’s  Himmlisch  Paradeis; 

])a  ist  mein  rectites  Vaterland, 

Daran  du  dein  Plut  hast  gewandt. 

Zur  Reis’  ist  mir  mein  Herze  matt, 

Der  Leib  gar  weriig  Krcefte  hat: 

(Mlein  mein’  Seele  schreyt  in  mir : 

.lerr ! hoi’  mich  heim,  nimm  mich  zu  dir. 

Wie  werd  ich  dann  so  frcehlich  seyn, 

Werd  singen  mit  den  Engelein, 

Und  mit  der  auserwaehlten  Schaar, 

Ewig  schauen  dein  Antlitz  kJar.” 

The  next  clay  ihe  constipation  (of  the  bowels  and  urine) 
returned  and  continued  five  days,  and  although  overcome 
by  powerful  remedies,  yet  weakness  and  inflammation  had 
80  greatly  incieased  that  no  hopes  of  recovery  remained. 
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His  pain  kept  him  sleepless;  but  no  murmur  escaped  his 
lips;. ..on  the  contrary  he  comforted  his  children  (many  of 
whom  were  present,)  looked  to  the  Saviour  and  prayed. 
His  hearing,  which  a few  years  before  he  had  lost  at  a 
military  funeral  in  Philadelphia,  returned. 

Saturday  evening  he  began  to  die  slowly  or  gradually. 
He  himself  expected  his  end  about  midnight,  and  often  en- 
quired, of  his  children,  whether  it  were  not  yet  twelve 
o’clock  ! Precisely  at  that  hour  he  bade  two  of  his  chil- 
dren to  lead  him  yet  once  from  his  chair  to  the  bed,  for 
there-  he  wished  to  die.'  They  obeyed,  and  while  doing  so 
he^prayed  the  last  verse  of  Hymn  17G,  “Befiehl  du  deine 
Wege,”  &c.,  which,  translated  by  the  friend  already  men- 
tioned, reads  thus  : 

1.  0 Lord  ! our  need  all  end. 

Our  many  wants  supply, 

.Thy  graciousness  attend 
Us,  Lord,  until  we  die  ! 

2.  And  may  we  always  he 
Thy  special  care,  O Lord  ; 

And  give  us  faith  to  see 
The  promise  of  thy  word. 

3.  Then  when  life’s  toils  are  past, 

And  all  our  sins  forgiven, 

Our  ways  will  .end  at  last 
With  certainty  in  heaven! 

Mach  End,  O Herr,  mach  Ende 
An  aller  unsrer  Noth, 

Stterk  unsre  Fiiess’  und  Htende, 
tlnd  lass,  bis  in  den  Tod,  * 

Uns  allzeit  deiner  Pflege 
Und  Treu  empfohlen  seyn, 

So  gehen  unsre  Wege 
Gewiss  zum  Himmel  ein.” 

’VY  et.  once  he  breathed  and  then  slept  in  Jesus  ! Thus 
on  the  Lord’s  day,  did  this  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  go 
to  meet  his  Lord’s  reward  ! “O  may  our  death  be  that  of 
the  righteous  and  our  latter  end  be  like  his !” 


On  the  10th  day  of  October  he  was  buried  here  in  this 
cemetery.  The  congregation  of  Philadelphia  earnestly 
wished  his  ashes  to  repose  in  their  midst,  but  his  family- 
decided  otherwise.  There  were  present  all  the  brethren 
who  could  come  on  so  short  a notice,  viz:  Rev.  Voi^t,  E. 
Shulze,  (the  son-in-law  of  Muhlenberg  and  the  father. of 
ex-Governor  J.  A.  Shulze,)  Dr.  Hehmith,  Bnskerk,  Wild- 
bahn,  Roeller,  Lehman,  and  H.  G.  Muhlenberg,  his 
youngest  son,  (the  father  of  the  lion.  II.  A.  Muhlenberg, 
now  in  our  midst,)  and  the  reformed  brethren  Schlatter  and 
Daliger — all  of  whom  have  long  since  followed  him  ! A 
vast  multitude  of  strangers  and  friends  from  Philadelphia 
and  other  places  were  assembled.  At  the  funeral  house 
was  sung  Gellerl’9  admirable  Hymn  : “My  life,  it  flees 
away,”  &c.  (No.  583,  Meine  Lehens  zeit  verstreicht.)  — 
then  Dr.  Helmuth  prayed  most,  affectingly  and  the  corpse 
was  brought  to  the  grave.  The  church  being  greatly  too 
small,  the  Rev.  Voigt  delivered  a short,  touching  funeral 
address,  in  the  open  air,  from  Psalm  xv.  1,  2,  “Lord,  who 
shall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ? Who  shall  dwell  in  thy 
holy  place  ? He  that  walkelh  uprightly  and  worketh  righ- 
teousness, and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart.’-’  In  very 
many  places  the  bells  were  tolled  and  the  churches  clothed 
in  mourning,  and  funeral  orations  delivered  in  grateful 
memory  of  the  departed.  But  we  will  pause — thus  ended 
the  man  of  God  ! Blessed  art  thou  forever,  O faithful  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  ! Thou  dost  rest  from  thy  labours  and  thy 
works  do  follow  thee  ! Well  may  it  be  said  of  thee,  in  the 
language  of  the  Epitaph  on  thy  tomb  ; “Who  and  what 
thou  vvast  future  ages  will  know  without  a stone.” 


“Epitaph. — “Hoc  monumen- 
tum  sacrum  esto  memoriae  beati 
ac  venerabilis  Henrici  Melchior 
Muhlenberg,  S.  Theologiae  Doc- 
tor, and  SenioTis  Ministerii  Lu- 
therani  Americani.  Nati  Sept. 
G,  1711,  defuncti  Oct.  7,  1787. 
Qualus  and  quantus  fuerit  non 
iirnorabunt  sine  lapide  futura  se- 
cula.” 


“Sacred  be  this  monument 
to  the  memory  of  the  blessed 
and  venerable  Henry  Melchior 
^Muhlenberg,  Doctor  of  Sacred 
Theology  and  Senior  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Ministe- 
rium.  Born  Sept.  G,  1711, 
died  Oct.  7,  1787.  Who  and 
what  he  was  r~'  .1* 

know  - ■ -mvuto  nges  wm 
without  3 stone. 


Rev.  Voigt  was  pastor  of  this  church  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  1800.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wein- 
kind,  who  preached  here  from  1798  till  about  A.  D.  1808, 
living  in  the  schoolhouse  from  A.  D.  1805;  and  whose  mor- 
tal remains  are  interred  near  these  walls,  without  a stone  of 
grateful  remembrance  from  his  people,  to  tell  that  here  he 
labored  and  died  ! During  his  pastorship,  March  20th, 
1805,  the  church  was  chartered,  an  evidence  of  the  good 
sense  of  our  fathers  and  an  example,  which,  if  more  gene- 
rally followed,  would  promote  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
prosperity  of  our  Zion.  The  church  was  then  supplied  for 
a f6w  mo-nths  by  Rev.  Frederick  Wm.  Geisenhainer,  sen. 
The  Rev.  John  P.  Heclit  as  regular  Pastor  succeeded  Mr. 
Weinland,  living  at  Pollsgrove,  and  continuing  here  till 
about  A.  D.  1814,  when  he  left,  and  is  now  at  Easton. 
Next  was  elected  the  Rev.  Henry  Geissenhaiuer,  who  dis- 
pensed the  word  of  life  for  several  years  from  April  15, 
1814,  whence  was  removed  from  time  to  Eternity,  while 
on  a visit  here  from  Pittsburg  where  he  lived.  His  ashes 
are  mouldering  near  us,  but  no  tomb  marks  where,  or  tells 
us  who  sleeps  beneath  the  sod  enclosed  between  the  rude 
stones,  lie  was  followed  in  the  charge  of  this  church 
(April  23,  1821)  by  his  brother,  Frederick  Wm.  Geissen- 
hainer,  sen.  In  his  time,  A.  D.  1822,  it  was  resolved  to 
have  English  service  every  sixth  Sunday,  the  worship  hav- 
ing been  conducted  for  some  years  only  in  German;  a fatal 
retrograde  movement.  — He  having  removed  to  New  York, 
A.  D.  1823,  (where  he  afterwards  died)  he  was  succeeded 
immediately  (1823)  by  his  son,  Fred.  Wm.  Geissenhaiuer, 
jun.,  who  left  for  the  same  place  A.  I).  1827.  We  are 
brief  in  this  part  of  our  retrospective  narrative  because  the 
facts  are  familiar  to  you  and  very  brief  minutes  have  been 
kept  thereof  in  the  Records.  July  22,  1827  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Wampole  was  elected  Pastor.  During  his  time, 
A.  D.  1830,  it  was  resolved  to  have  English  preaching  al- 
ternately— another  benefit  to  the  church.  He  faithfully 
preached  the  word  till  Apr:l  27,  1834,  when  several  new 
congregations  having  been  formed,  it  was  thought  expedi- 
ent, yea,  found  necessary  to  divide  his  charge,  he  to  retain 
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the  portion  thereof  in  Chester  county,  and  a pastor  to  be 
called  to  the  new  district  of  which  the  Trappe  was  to  be 
the  residence  of  the  minister,  The  lot  fell  upon  the  pre- 
sent speaker,  and  the  unanimous  and  kind  manner  in  which 
the  call  was  tendered  him  and  the  affection  shown  him 
whilst  among  you  will  ever  be  gratefully  remembered. 
It  was  May  11,  1834  when  the  present  speaker  (Rev.  J. 
W.  Richards)  delivered  his  introductory  sermon  here.  A 
parsonage  had  been  rented  for,  but  was  not  occupied  by  him. 
From  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  English  preach- 
ing, the  frequency  of  which  was  increased  during  my  min- 
istry, the  congregation  received  a new  impetus  and  steadily 
grew;  and  the  pastor  now  residing  in  its  midst,  gave  an 
additional  impulse,  so  that  in  my  first  year  the,  in  this  place, 
unprecedented  large  number. of  90  catechumens  were  added 
to  the  church  at  one  confirmation  ; blessed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord  ! 

, About  this  time,  too,  the  Sunday  school  was  commenced. 
Ah  ! it  is  a great  advantage  to  have  the  pastor  near,  and  if 
the  congregation  can  appreciate  this  advantage  it  will  daily 
perceive  its  value  more.  By  this  location  it  was  brought 
about  that  the  first  parsonage  was  purchased,  Nov.  14, 
1835,  viz:  the  house  and  land  then  owned  by  the  late 
Michael  Raser;  but  it  was  never  occupied  by  the  then 
pastor,  (Mr.  Richards,)  he  having  accepted,  April  1836,  by 
the  advice  of  his  brethren,  a call  from  Germantown,  Pa. 

The  Feu.  Jacob  W amp  ole  again  ivos  elected  to  supply 
the  vacancy  (April  4,  1836,)  resigning  his  charge  in  Ches- 
ter county  and  moving  to  the  Trappe,  into  the  Parsonage. 
That  building  having  been  found  much  too  small,  it  was 
sold1  and  the  congregation  bought  in  June  183G  for  $11 50, 
as  formerly  stated,  the  property  of  Mr.  M.  Shupe,  being 
the  5 acres  reserved  for  this  object  by  father  Muhlenberg, 
and  erected  thereon  the  present  roomy  and  convenient 
building,  which  will  always  be  a benefit  to  the  members  in 
the  selection  of  their  pastors.  Into  this  parsonage  the  Rev. 
Wampole  moved  in  the  summer  of  A.  D.  1837  [About  the 
latter  end  of  July]  soon  to  be  summoned  from  it  to  dwell 
“in  the  house  appointed  for  all  the  living.”  The  Lord 
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•called  him  from  the  church  mijilant  lo  the  church  trium- 
phant, January  3,  1838,  through  quincy,  aged  35  years 
and  8 days.  He  had  been  indisposed  about  three  weeks 
and  was  suddenly  suffocated  by  his  disease.  On  the  6tli 
of  January,  according  to  my  diary,  he  was  interred,  making 
the  fourth  of  your  pastors  who  closed  their  labors  in  your 
midst.  A vast  concourse  of  people  assembled  to  pay  his 
mortal  remains  the  last  tribute  of  respect' and  affection. 
Among  the  number  were  his  clerical  brethren  Rev. 
Rceller,  sen.,  C.  Miller,  F.  Ruihrauf,  G.  Heilig,  and  J.  W. 
Richards,  and  the  Reformed  brethren  J.  Kneip,  J.  Gulden, 
Mr.  Basler  and  Gerhardt — also  Mr.  Reynolds  of  the  Epis- 
copal church,  Mr.  Jenkins  of  the  Baptist  sect,  and  Mr.  J. 
Hunsicke'r  of  the  Mennonist  persuasion. 

Father.  Rceller  addressed  the  concourse  at  the  houses 
Rev.  C.  Miller  spoke  in  German  in  the  church  from  John 
■xvr.  22.  “And  ye  now  therefore  have  sorrow  : but  I will 
see  you. again  and  your  heart  shall  rejoice,  and  your  joy 
no- man  taketh  from  you.”  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  F, 
Ruihrauf  in  English  from  Psalm  cii.  23,  24:  “He  weak- 
ened my  strength  in  the  way  ; he  shortened  my  days.  I 
said,  0 my  God,  take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  my 
daj's : thy  years  are  throughout  all  generations.”  Some 
of.  the  other  brethren  assisted  in  the  services.  Scarcely 
one  half  the  funeral  train  found  room  in  the  house  of  God. 
He  was  greatly  beloved  and  much  lamented.  Truly  ma/ 
it  be  hoped. that  in  the  words  of  the  inscription  on  his 
tombstone  : “For  him  to  live  was  Christ  and  to  die  was 
gain.”  Hallowed  be  thy  memory,  dear  departed  brother 
in  the  Lord;  rest  in  peace,  thy  warfare  is  o’er!  the  victory 
is  won  1 the  reward  is  great ! 

During  his  pastorship  'the  Muhlenberg  Missionary  So- 
ciety was  instituted.  After  the  demise  of  their  pastor,  the 
congregation  elected  as  bis  successor,  April  14,  1838,  our 
worthy  brother  the  Rev.  Henry  S.  Miller,  who  is  still  la- 
boring acceptably  among  you,  and  whom  may  the  Lord 
sustain  and  bless  in  his  arduous  duties,  and  make  him  suc- 
cessful in  winning  many  souls  fur  Christ,  lo  shine  as  spark- 
ling gem9  in  his  celestial  diadem  ! 
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We  have  now  uttered,  though  imperfectly,  “the  daril 
sayings  of  old,  which  we  have  heard  and  known  and  our 
fathers  have  told  us.  We  have  not  hid  them  from  their 
children,  shewing  to  the  generation  to  come  the  praises  of 
the  Lord;  and  his  strength,  and  his  wonderful  works  that 
he  hath  done.”  And  with  this  brief  “retrospect”  of  the 
church  perhaps  I should  close,  lest  I weary  your  attention; 
yet  I cannot  refrain,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  occasion,  from  endeavoring  to  make  this  retrospect 
“ fruitful .” 

Secondly:  We  shall  do  so  according  to  the  leadings  of  the 
Text.  “The  Lord  established  a testimony  in  Jacob,  and  ap- 
pointed a l^w  in  Israel.”  This  may  signify  the  various  or- 
dinances, riles  and  ceremonies  prescribed  by  the  Law;  and 
the  word  “law”  may  mean  the  moral  law,  or  system  of  reli- 
gious instruction  teaching  them  their  duly  to  God,  to  their 
neighbor  and  to  themselves — these  the  Fathers,  Patriarchs, 
&c.  were  to  make  known  to  their  descendants.  Thus  too 
he  has  established  a testimony  and  law  in  this  church;, 
ordinances,  rites  and  ceremonies  and  a system  of  religious 
instruction  which  we  are  to  preserve  and  hand  down  to  our 
latest  posterity;  This  is  none  other  than  the  unaltered  Augs- 
burg Confession.  Doubtless  I shall  be  met  here  with  the 
objection,  that  Lutherans  have  no  other  standard  of  faith, 
than  the  Bible  itself!  I grant  it;  and  I rejoice  that  the 
Jmthoran  church,  the  mother  of  PrQtestantism,  first  erected 
this, standard,  and  is  founded  on  the  broad  base  that  “the 
Word  of  God  is  the  only  and  sufficient  rule  of  faith.”  It 
binds  with  no  fetters  forged  by  human  invention,  recogni- 
zing nothing  but  what  is  taught  in  God’s  word. 

But  at  the  same  time  do  we  not  all  believe  that  the  glo- 
rious Augsburg  Confession  is  an  exposition  of  Bible  faith  ? 
and  are  we  not  bound  to  believe  its  essential  truths  ? It  is 
not  to  supersede  the  Word  of  God  as  our  Standard  of  doc- 
trine and  life,  but  to  elucidate  that  Word  as  a standard,  or 
rather  to  arrange  its  doctrines  methodically  for  the  sake  of 
perspicuity.  And  methinks  when  we  can  no  longer  sub- 
scribe to  its  .cardinal  truths  we  should  be  honest  3nd  drop 
the  name  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  ! 
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We  have  called  it  a “glorious”  creed?  and  is  it  not? 
Does  it  not  pre-eminently  exalt  the  Saviour?  and  by  dis- 
playing in  letters  traced  by  beams  of  the  noon-day  sun, 
“salvation  by  grace  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,”  does  it 
not  also  pre-eminently  rejoice  the  penitent  sinner  ? 

Look  at  some  of  its  fundamental  doctrines.  They  are 
the  Trinity  ; the  entire  depravity  of  our  fallen  nature  ; the 
Deity  and  incarnation  of  Christ;  the  divinity  and  person- 
ality of  the  Holy  Ghost ; the  atonement  for  sin  through  the 
sufferings  and  death  of  Christ,  and  the  merits  of  his  blood; 
the  necessity  of  regeneration  through  the  influences  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  Justification  by  faith  ; the  obligation  of  the 
moral  law,  viz  : good  works,  involving  purity  of  heart  and 
life  ; the  parity  in  the  ministerial  office  ; the  means  of 
grace  ; the  resurrection  of  the  dead  ; the  final  judgment  ; 
and  the  eternity  of  future  rewards  and  punishments.  Who 
=*.will  not  acknowledge  these  to  be-lruly  scriptural  ? 

To  faith,  according  to  this  confession,  this  congregation 
is  bound.  It  is  the  law  and  testimony  God  gave  to  our 
fathers.  The  very  name  of  Ev.  Lutheran  proclaims  this 
at  once  to  the  world  ! Moreover  in  the  dedicatory  mural 
inscription  over  the  front  vestibule  or  porch,  is  it  not  said 
that  “this  temple  was  dedicated  by  the  society  holding  to 
the  Augsburg  Confession ?”  And  when  father  Muhlen- 
- berg  forgave  you  the  large  arrearage  of  salary  due  him, 
what  did  he,  the  founder  of  this  church,  say?  Why  that 
you. knew  that  “this  Augustus  church  was  founded,  built 
and  designated  in  the  various  records  &c.,  to  hand  down  to 
the  latest  posterity,  the  Evangelical  doctrine,  together  with 
the  holy  Sacraments,  according  to  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  prophots,  and  the  unaltered  Augsburg  Con- 
fession.” 

And  to  uphold  this  confession  did  not  our  fathers  invaria- 
bly found  schools  in  connection  with  their  churches,  in 
wliich  these  doctrines  were  taught  together  with  worldly 
wisdom — und  did  they  not  also  catechise  their  children 
therein  ? Forget  not  then  what  law  and  testimony  you  are 
required  to  sustain  ! 

2.  But  what  are  we  to  do  with  this  Confession  ? The 
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Israelite  fathers  were '.to  make  the  testimony  and  law  m 
the  Text  known  “to  their  children,  that  the  generation  to 
come  might  know  them,  even  the  children  which  should 
be  born  ; who  should  arise  and  declare  them  to  their  chil- 
dren.” Five  generations  appear  to  be  mentioned  here, 
in  short  they  were  never  to  lose  sight  of  their  history  and 
testimony  through  all  generations. 

Thu3  are  we  required  to  do  with  our  Creed — hand  it 
down  to  our  children  and  children’s  children  ; or  in  the 
language  of  father  Muhlenberg  “we  shall  continue  it  to  our 
latest  posterity .”  Oh  how  much  more  extended  might 
not  be  the  limits  of  our  beloved  Zion,  if  this  requisition 
had  been  carefully  heeded  ! Many  thousand  souls  might 
have  been  “burning  aiid  shining  lights”  in  the  Ev.  Luther- 
an church,  who  together  with  their  posterity,  by  the  neglect 
of  it,  were  lost  to  us  forever!  Many  parents  have  been 
greatly  too  careless  and  indifferent  in  this  respect,  ft 
should  have  been  their  honest  pride  and  joy  not  only  to 
belong  to  the  Lutheran  church  themselves,  but  also  to 
bring  within  its  fold  their  children  and  kindred  ; and  they-s, 
could  have  done  so  in  almost,  if  not  in  every  instance,  had5* 
they  instructed  early  their  offspring  in  the  beauties  of  its 
principles,  the  value  of  its  doctrines,  and  trained  them  up 
prayerfully  in  its  services.  Then  even  the  proselyting 
vipers  that  crawl  into  our  houses  could  not  have  tempted 
our  descendants  to  forsake  the  faith  of  their  fathers  ! But 
these  very  patents  too  often  suffer  their  children  to  grow 
up  without  the  religious  instruction  of  the  church,  and  per- 
mit them  to  run  loose  among  all  sects,  without  any  affec- 
tion for  their  own. 

IIow  impressive  are  the  words  of  father  Muhlenberg  on 
this  subject — and  he  was  not  a bigot  in  religion.  Speaking 
of  tire  triumphant  death  of  a Lutheran,  he  says:  “It  is  a 

real  joy  when  we  see  the  old  Evangelical  Lutheran  truths 
living  in  the  soul.  How  sad  it  is  on  the  contrary  when 
persons,  out  of  a desire  of  novelty,  trample  the  old  precious 
treasures  under  foot,  and  engage  in  new  sects,  which  ac- 
cording to  the  outward  shell  may  seem  a little  more  polish- 
ed than  the  old  way,  but  as  regards  the  kernel,  or  intrinsic 


value,  are  in  no  manner  to  be  compared  wiih  it.”  Do  not 
misunderstand  me ; L am  none  of  those  simpletons  who 
consider  my  own  church  as  the  only  one  within  whose 
pale  salvation  can  be  found  : nor  do  I condemn  and  de- 
nounce all  other  churches  merely  because  they  differ  in 
non-essentials  from  mine,  God  forbid  ! my  church  and  my 
Bible  “have  not  so  taught  me  Christ.”  But  on  the  contrary, 
neither  am  l one  of  those  who  do  not  think  my  own  church 
at  least  as  good  as  the  best  of  any  other  denominations. 
I am  not  willing  to  disrobe  myself  of  the  beautiful  garments 
of  my  own,  in  order  to  clothe  myself  with  the  cast  off 
finery  of  others.  I know  that  many  of  our  fathers  have 
died  happily  in  its  faith,  and  I am  assured  that  I and  mine 
and  all  of  us  can  depart  with  the  same  blissful  hopes,  if  we 
“hold  fast  to  the  profession  of  our  faith  without  wavering”; 
it  is  God’s  word;  it  exalts  the  Saviour;  it  leads  the  peni- 
tent prodigal  home  to  Jesus  J See  ye  therefore,  in  the 
language  of  father  Muhlenberg,  “that  ye  strive  as  Vestry 
and  people,  to  aid  your  pastors,  in  continuing  this  testimony 
■ .Jmdrlaw,  “to  your  latest  posterity.”  Instruct  your  chil- 
therein — for  this  reason  do  not  neglect  nor  discard 
' cbi^lrmatiohal  lectures;  receive  none  into  your  church 
without  an  acquaintance  with  its  truths*  so  that  all  may  not 
only  “have  a hope,”  but  may  also  be  able  “to  give  a rea- 
son”-for  the  hope  which  is  in  them.  My  heart  mourns 
over  those  who  can  forsake*  without  an  insuperable  cause, 
the  church  of  their  fathers.  And  yet  how  often  is  it  not 
done  merely  through  pride  or  ignorance  or  some  equally 
woridly  motive  ! A certain  writer  divides  all  mankind  into 
but  two  classes,  viz:  “knaves  and  fools.”  If  this  classifi- 
cation were  correct  (which,  however,  we  bv  no  means  af- 
firm,) it  would  be  a difficult  task  to  know  with  which  to 
number  those  persons,  who  for  such  reasons  deny  their 
faith  ! 

But,  in  the  third  place,  for  what  object  shall  this  testi- 
mony and  law,  this  Augsburg  Confession,  be  made  known 
by  the  fathers  to  their  descendants.  The  same  answer 
will  apply  equally  to  the  Israelites  and  us,  viz:  “That  they 
might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of 
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Ood,' but 'keep  his  commandments,”  and  “that  they  might 
not  be  as  their  fathers,  a stubborn  and  rebellious  generation; " 
a generation  that  set  not  their  heart  aright,  and  whose  spi- 
rit was  not  steadfast  with  God.”  First  then,  We  are  to 
do  so  for  the  encouragement  of  our  children  to  hope  and 
trust  righteously  in  God.  And  have  not  the  children  of 
the  Augsbu-rg Confession  great  inducement  to  hope  in  God? 
Remember  what  he  has  done  for  the  Lutheran  church  in 
our  native  and  hi  foreign  countries,  and  this  will  greatly 
animate  us  to  depend  upon  his  help  in  all  our  present  trials 
and  future  necessities. 

But  one  hundred  years  have  elapsed  since  Muhlenberg 
came  to  this  country  and  the  cornerstone  of  this  church 
avas  laid,  and  now  what  are  we,  notwithstanding  the  many 
•great., difficulties  we  had  to  encounter  almost  peculiar  to 
ourselves,  with  the  German  language,  the  poverty  of  our 
people  and  the  unnaturalized  feelings  of  our  members  by 
emigration  from  the  Fatherland!  To  judge  from  the  rep- 
resentations of  ignorant  writers  and  periodicals  of  other 
sects,  it  might  be  thought  we  were  but  a scattered  remnant^.  - 
of  God’s  people,  sunk  in  ignorance  and  heresy— -and^©^ 
one  would  suppose  that  we  had  led  the  van  in  the 
mation,  and  now  outnumbered  by  far  every  Prostestant  ue-f’ 
nomination  throughout  the  world  and  ranked  not  lower 
than  the  5th  or  6th  in  this  country!  We  do  not  state 
these  things  vaingloriously,  but  to  correct  the  error  and 
wilful  misrepresentations  of  those  who  would  make  us  a 
very  small  band,  perhaps  hoping  by  these  means  to  allure 
some  of  our  unwary  members  into  their  own  scanty  flocks. 

Our  children  may  “hope  in  God”  when  they  see  what 
lie  has  done  for  this  Augustus  Church.  Notwithstanding 
the  many  congregations  which  have  been  formed  out  of  it 
and  the  many  vicissitudes  it  had  to  encounter,  it  still  stands, 
like  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  green  in  its  old  age,  large  in 
numbers,  and  respectable  in  standing  ; growing  with  its 
growth  and  strengthening  with  its  strength!  It  possesses 
300  communicant  members. 

The  children  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  “may  hope 
in-God”  when. they  see  what  he  has  done  for  [he  Lutheran 


church  in  general  in  this  country.  We  find  in  a Lutheran 
periodical  of  1842,  the  following  statistics  of  Lutheranism 
in  the  United  States  of  America  for  A.D.  1840,  since  which 
period  our/jnerease  in  all  respects  has  been  large<  many 
churches  having  been  built  and  many  members  having  been 
added  during  the  late  seasons  of  refreshing  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord.  Hence  these  statistics  ar e considera- 
bly underrated. 

In  A<  D.  1840  there  were  not  less  than  415  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  ; 1250  congregations  ; 129,000  communicants, 
and  about  650,000  population-^- 1 General  Synod  and  15 
District  Synods*  Under  its  care  were  4 Theological  Sem- 
inaries; 1 College;  4 Classical  Schools;  1 Orphan  House; 

1 Parent  Education  Society,  beside  several  Synodical  ones; 

2 Foreign  Missionary  Societies  and  several  Synodical  Do- 
mestic Missionary  Societies;  a Book  Establishment ; sevr 
eral  English  Periodicals  and  two,  German  ones.  Who 
musknot;  thankfully  remember;  the  grain  of  mustard  seed  ? 

-Again-:  The  children  of  the  Augsburg  Confession  have 
jeason  “to  hope  in  God”  when  they  see  the  works  of  God 
.^ifebehalf  of  Lutheranism  in  the  whole  -world-.  What  Pro- 
vltes|ant  denomination  surpasses  it  in  piety,  intelligence, 
number,  learning  and  zeal?  Every  where  its  missionaries 
have  penetrated  most  successfully — Rhenius,  Schwarz, 
GutslatT,  &c.  are  witnesses  thereof. 

It  exists  extensively  in^the  following  countries,  in  seve- 
ral of  which  it  is  the  state  religion,  viz  : Prussia^  (8,000,- 
000);  Austria  (2,250,000);  Saxony  (2,000,000);  Wir- 
temberg  (1,125,000);  Hanover . (1,000, 000);  in  the  other 
German  States  (2,000,000);  France (1,500,000);  Den- 
mark (2,000*000);  Norway  and  Sweden  (4,000,000); 
Russia  in  Europe  (2,600,000);  Russia  in  Asia  (120,000); 
Poland  (500,000);  Netherlands  (120,000);  Turkey  in 
Europe  { 15,000);  Italy  (500);  England  (40,000);  --Uni- 
ted States  of  America  (650,000);  making  according  to  the 
most  authentic  sources  in  A.  D.  1840  (since  then  yet  more) 
a population  of  not  less  than  27  millions  920  thousands 
and  500.  souls  ! 

About  three  hundred  and  forty-six  years  ago,  one  man, 


the  immortal  Luther,  alone.,  breasted  the  whole- power  of 
the  Roman  Papist  church,  and,  surrounded'  by  his  toe$£ 
exclaimed,, relying  on- his  faith  in  the. sure  Word  of  God V 
“here  I stand  ; ! can  liot  do  otherwise  ; so  help  me  God, 
amen  !”  And  liow  millions  upon  millions,  influenced 
solely  by  the  power  of  truth,  subscribe  to  that  confession 
which  he  and  his  no  less  illustrious  compeers  handed  in  as 
the  exposition  of  that  faith  ! O wonderful  power  of  truth 
and  dispensation  of  Providence  ! “We  pray  for  the  peace 
of  Jerusalem,  they  shall  prosper  that  love  thee.  Peace  be 
within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces” ! 

But  the  object  for  which  this  law  and  testimony  is  to 
be  made  knowm  to  our  children  is  not  only  for  their  hope, 
but  also  for  their. “teammfiv”  .“That  they  might  not  ba  , 
as^  theirJaihers,,  a -stubborn  -.and  ^rebellious  generation  ; a 
generation  that  set  not  their  heart  aright,  and  whose  spi-  . 
rit  was  not  steadfast  with  God.”  Our  fathers  undoubtedly 
deserve  in  many  instances  a high  eulogy.  “There  were 
giants  in  the  land  in  those  days.”  They  built  fine  church- 
es and  parsonages  and  erected  schools  (a  distinguishing 
trait  of  Lutheranism)  .under  most  straitened  circumstances. 
They  . sustained  those  churches  and  schools  under  very 
trying  difficulties.  They  adhered  faithfully  to  the  doctrines 
and,usages  of  the  Reformation  ainid  powerful  temptations 
— they  attended  the  worship  ot  their  own  Sanctuary, 
though  far  removed  from  it,  when  it  would  have  been 
easier  to  have  framed  excuses  for  neglecting  it,  than  many 
find  at  present.  They  instructed  their  children  carefully  ( 
in  the  Creed  of  their  church;  and  united  them  with  its  fel- 
lowship. . They  introduced  a most  scriptural  discipline 
and  impartially  enforced  it.  They  elevated  high  the  stan- 
dard of  piety,  and  above  all,  they  glorified  their  faith  with 
a holy  walk,  and  departed  this  life  in  its  blissful  triumphs ! 

In  these  respects  they  lose  nothing  in  comparison  with  any 
of  the  people  of  God, — alas  ! alas  ! how  fallen  many  of 
their  offspring  ! 

They  deserve  therefore  generally  a high  encomium.  But 
nevertheless  there  are  some  things  in  which  their  hearts 
were  not  “aright  before  God,”  over  which  their  pastors 
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sighed,. and  against  which,  on  this  occasion,  we  should  be 

warned.,  ..  . . ..  . . 

VVe  will  point  out  briefly,  in  the  first  place,  their  con- 
duct.in  the  call  and  support  of  their  pastors, 

+ r u ’Xis  not  a cause  of  small  import, 

The  Pastor’s  care  demands  ; 

But  what  might  fill  an  angel’s  heart,  .. 

And  fill’d  a Saviour’s  hands.” 

“They  watch  for  souls,  for  which  the  Lord 
JDjd  heavenly  bliss  forego; 

For  souls  which  must  forever  live 
In  rapture,  or  in  wo 

Hence  should  we  not  be  exceedingly  careful  to  whom 
we  intrust  this  awfully  important  charge  ? To  the  praise  of 
the, fathers  of  this  church,  be  it  said,  as  a congregation  they 
ne_yerf.degraded  this, office..  But  many  among  them,  in  this 
and  in  other  places,  were  willing  to  put  up  with  “self-called  - 
preachers,”  unconcerned  about  their  moral  character  and 
their  connection  with  an  ecclesiastical  body — and  the  con- 
sequences were  seen  in  its  fearfully  demoralizing  influence. 
Many  were  the  lamentations  of  father  Muhlenberg  and 
others  respecting  it.  Let  us  therefore  be  warned  by  it — 
call  none  for  your  pastors  whose  moral  character  is  not  un- 
questionably good,  like  Caesar’s  wife  not  only  pure  but 
unsuspected — and  who  are  not  under  the  supervision  and 
, in  the  fellowship  of  a Synod  holding  to  the  doctrines  <fcc. 
of  our.fathers  : being  careful  however  to  form  a righteous 
judgment. 

Their  conduct  also  in  the  support  of  their  pastors  was 
censurable.  The  first  year  or  two  Muhlenberg  did  not 
receive  any  support,  and  after  frequently  sustaining  his 
assistants  out  of  his  own  means,  he  moreover  forgave  them 
a large  debt,  which  had  accrued  from  neglect  in  paying  his 
at  best  but  moderate  compensation.  It  is  true  oui  fathers 
were  in  straitened  circumstances  and  had  just  built  their 
church  &c.  But  nevertheless  was  it  praiseworthy  that  one 
man  should  suffer,  who  was  devoting  his  whole  lime  and 
ability  to  their  service,  when  so  many  by  but  small  contri- 


butions  .might  have  easily  sustained  him,  as  Christianity 
required — so  many  who  owned  house  and  lands,  and  some 
of  whom  spent  more  in  one  day*s  frolic  than  they  contribu- 
ted m several  years  contributions  T 

Few  petsons  know  the  continual  demands  upon  a minis- 
ter’s Fundsi  His  house  is  regarded  as  a first  and  last 
Fesort  for  all  in  necessity  and  his  purse  as  a public  treasury 
to  be  drawn  upon  at  pleasure  by  all  who  desire  it.  And 
should  he  be  unable, to  relieve  others,  however  much  he 
may  be  in  want  himself,  he  is  reproached  for  want  of  chari- 
ty by  those  very  persons  who  by  their  sparing  support 
reduce  him  to  this  extremity.  Clergymen  generally  are 
poor,  for  the  rich  and  their  children  are  not  often  willing  to 
assume  this  arduous  and  self-denying  profession.  They 
receive  less  salary  generally  than  the  lower  grades  of  clerks 
in  any  respectable  mercantile  house — yet  perform  a vast 
amount  more  of  business,  and  possess  talents  and  education 
which,  when  trained,  would  qualify  them  for  the  highest 
grade  in  any  employment.  And  with  all  these  and  many 
other  fuels  before  them,  the  compensation  of  a pastor,  small 
as  it  is,  is  viewed  by  the  ignorant  and  worldly  minded,  as 
a gift , instead  of  a doubly  earned  claim , and  is  paid  so 
irregularly  and  so  late  as  to  reduce  the  pittance  still  more 
in  its  real  value  ! 

We  are  none  of  those  who  think  that  ministers  should 
revel  in  superabundance  and  roll  in  luxuries  ; but  neither 
are  we  of  those  who  think  they  should  be  taxed  beyond 
their  energies,  and  when  worn  out  be  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  when  dead  leave  their  families  a charge  to  the  commu- 
nity. * 

With  the  fear  of  penury  and  the  want  of  the  reasonable 
comforts  of  life  pressing  heavily  upon  him,  no  minister  can 
labor  with  cheerfulness  ?nd  efficiency.  Yet  such  was  the 
> condition  to  which  some  of  our  fathers  often  reduced  their 
pastors.  Such  too  often  is  the  case  in  various  places  now. 
Let  us  be  warned  to  avoid  this  error  and  to  have  our  hearts 
right  in  tlii’s  respect  before  the  Lord,  that  they  may  . wa|ch 
over  us  “with  jov  and  not  with  grief:  for  this  would  be 
unprofitable  for  us.” 
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Secondly*.  \We  point  out  to  you  as  an  example  lobe 
a voided  ^ their  hard  remarks  about  their  minister' s jideli- 
ty}:\n  ihis  also  their  hearts  were  noi  tight  before  God.  A 
minister’s  reputation  should  be  “a  pearl  of  great  price’’  to 
his  people.  Deprive  him  of  this  and  his. usefulness  is  in  a 
' great  measure  gone,  the  cause  of  Christ  suffers,  and  his 
."’own  days  are  embittered.  Yet.  how  many  are  there  not 
who  by  false  accusations,  by  slanderous  inuendos,  and  silly 
r witticisms  injure. that  reputation, and  commit  a wrong  whose 
’fearful  extent  they  can  not  foresee,  and  whose;  dreadful 
consequences  they  cannot  arrest  ! - ■ 

"Was  not  Muhlenberg  a most  faithful  servant  of  God? 
r Could  even  the  breath  of  slander  taint  his  character  ? Who 
more  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer  ? Who  made- 
greater  sacrifices  for  his  churches  than  he,  being  frequently 
bound  for  their  debts  and  forgiving  them  his  own  demands? 
And  did  he  not  depart  this; life. with  a hope  so  bright  and 
‘ a peace  so  great  that  few  possess  them? — And  yet  this 
■ man  was  doomed  to  sigh  under  the  Unkind  constructions 
placed  upon  some  of  his  most  praiseworthy  deeds,  and  to 
bear  the  charge  of  want  of  faithfulness  towards  his  church- 
es, when  compelled  to  leave  them  for  a season  in  order  to 
aid  others.  It  is  true  he  was  well  understood,  and  his  love 
and  fidelity  were  sincerely  appreciated  by  the  great  mass — 
.yea!  he  was  almost  idolized  by  true  Christians,  and  re- 
. specter!  and  esteemed  by  the  community  at  large  ; his 
reputation  was  irreproachable  and  full  evidence  of  his  inno- 
cence Was  invariably  furnished;  But  there  were  neverthe- 
less some  who  misjudged  and  misrepresented  him,  as  they 
did  his  Saviour  before  him.  One  while  his  foes  accused 
him  of  being  forsaken  by  his  patrons  in  Europe-— and  again, 
of  his  misapplying  the  collections  forwarded  by  them  from 
that  country.  When  he  left  the  Trappe  for  his  other 
church  in  Philadelphia,  notwithstanding  the  sacrifices  he 
made,  he  tells  us  “much  murmuring  and’  many  sinful  ob- 
servations respecting  my  removal  occur” — and  this  was 
’repeated  on  another  occasion. 

To  charge  a minister  with  want  of  faithfulness  is  a griev- 
ous accusation,  which  must  greatly  injure  his  standing  and 
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deeply  wound  his  feelings.  We  do  nol  contend  that  such 
charge  should  nol  be  made  when  he  is  really  guilty.  By 
no  means.  Let  him  receive  full  justice,  but  let  it  be 
justice  and  not  persecution  and  injustice.  Let  him  be  ac- 
cused before  the  Vestry  or  Synod  and  that  scriplurally,  but 
let  not  every  one  be  both  prosecutor  and  judge  and  cry  out 
anathema  against  him  on  mere  trifling  occasions,  involving 
at  most  matters  of  trivial  considerations  ; perhaps  even  for 
the  conscientious  performance  of  duty  ! 

All  l it  is  easy,  when  we  know  not  the  whole  case  and 
do  nothing  ourselves,  to  find  fault  with  our  pastors  and 
charge  them  with  neglect  and  unfaithfulness,  but  let  me 
assure  you  brethren,  if  you  were  placed  in  their  situation 
but  for  a few  months,  you  would  soon  sigh  for  your 
ploughs  and  your  workshops  and  your  counting  rooms. 
Yea  ! could  you  realize  their  own  sense  of  their  weak- 
ness, their  toils,  their  trials,  their  sufferings  of  body  and 
mind,  the  ingratitude  of  their  charge,  the  slight  sympathy 
of  friends,  the  open  mouthed  persecutions  of  enemies: 
could  you  realize  all  this,  you  would  be  more  chary  of  their 
feelings  and  more  sparing  of  harsh  remarks.  Yes!  did  you 
pray  more  for  them  and  for  yourselves,  you  would  then 
see  far  more  of  the  beam  in  your  eyes  and  far  less  of  the 
mote  in  theirs.  “Wo  unto  them  if  they  preach  not  the 
Gospel,  for  necessity  is  laid  upon  them” — else  would  the 
awful  importance  of  the  charge  and  the  deep  sense  of  their 
insufficiency  ofttimes  induce  them  gladly  to  divest  them- 
selves of  their  fearful  responsibilities.  Therefore  let  us 
love  and  prize  our  pastors,  for  they  watch  for  our  souls  ; 
and  let  us  be  warned  never  in  this  respect  to  imitate  the 
error  of  our  fathers. 

Finally,  the  last  thing  to  which  we  direct  your  attention 
at  present,  wherein  our  fathers  showed  themselves  a stub- 
born and  rebellious  generation,  whose  heart  was  not  right 
before  God,  is  their  inorldly-rnindedness.  That  many  of 
them  were  upright  before  God  is  very  certain,  nor  can  any 
one  suppose  that  I would  desire  to  insinuate  the  reverse. 
Have  I not  already  highly  eulogised  them  ? Can  any  one 
regard  without  admiration  their  fidelity  to  their  church 


amid  great  sacrifices,  before  which  many  of  their  degenerate 
descendants  have  quailed  and  left  iheir  church  ? The  very 
fact  of  their  sending  to  Germany  for  a pastor,  and  waiting 
long  for  him  and  not  scattering  among  other  sects  in  the 
meantime,  though  they  had  no  sanctuary  of  their  own,  is  a 
proof  of  their  worth.  Father  Muhlenberg  tells  us,  that  “lie 
received  a blessed  reception,  and  found  that  notwithstand- 
ing these  congregations  had  been  so  long  without  a regular 
ministry,  and  had  met  with  so  many  obstacles,  still  old  and 
young  came  with  great  desire  to  be  instructed  in  the  word 
of  God — that.  Parents,  together  with  their  children,  and 
other  aged  persons  came  to  be  baptized  and  to  be  prepared 
with  others  for  the  Lord’s  Supper ; and  in  short,  that  the 
attention,  desire  and  obedience  with  which  such  persons 
received  religious  instruction,  caused  him  the  most  heart- 
felt joy  and  lightened  his  heavy  labor.”  Yes,  many  were 
willing  to  do  all  they  could  for  the  Kingdom  of  Christ. 
Verily  they  have  their  reward  ! 

But  in  another  place  (when  he  first  came)  .Muhlenberg 
holds  the  following  discouraging  language,  in  reference  to 
the  State  of  the  church.  “It  appears  as  though  God  were 
about  to  visit  us  with  special  grace.  And  it  is  certainly  high 
time.  If  it  had  continued  thus  a few  years  longer  our  poor 
Lutherans  would  have  been  entirely  scattered  and  would 
have  fallen  into  Heathenism.  Every  sect  in  the  world  is 
tolerated  here  and  the  most  shajneful  things  are  publicly 
said  against  God  and  his  Word.  Throughout  the  land 
there  are  many  thousands  who  should  be  Lutherans,  ac- 
cording to  their  baptism  and  confirmation,  but  are  partly 
dispersed.  The  miserable  condition  and  decay  among  our 
poor.  Lutherans  is  so  great  that  it  can  not  be  lamented 
enough  even  with  tears  of  blood.  Many  parents  have  suf- 
fered their  children  to  grow  up  without  baptism,  instruction 
and  confirmation,  and  to  return  into  Heathenism.  [There 
are  such  parents  yet.]]  The  great  mass  is  yet  wild,  and 
it  may.  be  readily  imagined  that  the  disorder  &c.~  which 
has  crept  in  during  30  years,  can  not  be  rectified  in  one 
year.”  They  loved  their  money  and  the  world  more  than 
the  Kingdom. 


Let  us  be  warned  against  their  fatal  error  and  flee  frpin 
it,  as  many  of  them  did  afterwards.  Freely  we  have  re-: 
ceived,  freely  let  us  give.  Let  the  Kingdom  of  God  be 
the  first  object  of  exertion  for  us  and  for  our  children. 
Let  us  endeavor  to  include  within  its  pale  all  within  our 
influence.  Let  us  be  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the 
cause  of  religion  ; esteeming  no  sacrifice  too  great  which 
obtains  for  us  “the  unsearchable  riches  of  Jesus  Christ.” 
Let  the  heart  and  the  life  be  God’s.  Let  us  remember 
Zion  in  our  prayers,  in  our  labours  and  in  our  last  wills. 

Think  of  the  mutations  of  things  ; what  vast  changes 
have  come  over  this  country  and  the  world  since  this  tem- 
ple was  reared  ! Think  how  soon  it  may  be  too  late  for 
you  to  make  the  Lord  your  portion.  How  many  thou- 
sands, who  heard  the  preached  Word  within  these  hallow- 
ed walls,  have  gptte  to  ‘'that  long  bourne,  and  undiscover- 
ed land,  whence  no  traveller  returns.”  The  old  and 
young,  the  rich  and  poor,  the  wise  and  simple  : the  wind 
has  passed  over  them  and  where  are  they  ? The  parent 
and  child,  the  husband  and  wife,  the  brother  and  sister,  the 
vestry  and  others  who  once  filled  these  pews : ah  1 the 
“place  knoweth  them  no  more”  ! The  impenitent  sinner 
has  gone  to  meet  his  fearful  doom,  and  the  obedient  child 
of  God  to  its  joyful  reward  ! And  of  all  the  ministers  who 
declared  to  you  the  counsel  of  God,  and  so  earnestly,  yet 
affectionately  admonished  you  to  seek  first  , “the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness,”  and  to  strive  “for  the  one 
thing  needful,”  but  four  yet  remain  j^four  lie  entombed' 
near  these  sacred  precincts  and  their  spirits  have  accompa- 
nied their  brethren  to  the  eternal  world  there  to  testify  for 
or  against  you  at  the  judgment  day. 

Who  can  tell  what  surprising  changes  will  have  taken 
place  one  hundred  years  from  this  day?  Where  will  we 
be  then?  Ah!  long  before,  that  period  arrives  we  shall 
have  gone  to  Eternity.  Oh  let  us  then,  who  possess  so 
many  privileges  and  opportunities  for  which  our  fathers 
longed,  but  enjoyed  not,  banish  all  worldly  mindednes9 
and  prepare,  like  wise  virgins,  to  meet  our  God,  with  our 
lamps  trimmed  and  burning  bright,  lest  these  fathers,  yea  ! 


test  even  heathen  Tyre  and  Sidon  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  us  and  condemn  us,  and  our  condemnation  be  far 
greater  t^an  theirs.  Let  us  be  faithful  * to  the  end,  then 
indeed  “the  lines  will  have  fallen  unto  us  in  pleasant  pla- 
ces and  we  will  have  a goodly  heritage.’’ 

Let  us  then,  brethren,  celebrate  this  day  by  holding  in 
grateful  remembrance  the  goodness  of  God  to  us  as  a 
church  from  old.  Let  our  hearts  feel  it  and  our  lives  man- 
ifest it;'  let  our  hearts  be.poured  out  in  prayer  here  and  in 
our  families  and  in  our  closets  this  day  especially  in  ac- 
knowledgment'of  His  mercy  and  in  supplication  for  its 
continuation  to  us  and  our  posterity  for  ever. 

Let  us  celebrate  this  day  by  thankfully  remembering  the 
sacrifices  and  piety  of  our  fathers.  Like  them  let  us  be 
faithful  to  the  doctrines  and  usages  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran 
church,  rear  up  our  children  in  its  fellowship,  attend  reg- 
ularly its  services  and  partake  worthily  of  its  Sacraments. 
Let  us  preserve  the  purity  of  its  ministry  ; and  not  forsake 
the’ communion  of  the  'church  in  order  to  unfte  ourselves 
with  any  other,  thus  throwing  away  the  substance  to  grasp 
at  the  shadow.  Let  us  assist  destitute  Lutheran  churches 
at  home  and  rear  them  up  abroad,  until  the  grand  principle 
of  our  Creed,  viz  ; “the  Bible  the  only  and  sufficient  rule  of 
faith,  and  grace  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  the  only  way  of 
salvation  for  sinners,”  leaven  the  whole  world.  The  work 
of  Education  and  Missions,  the  cause  of  the  Bible  and  its 
'kindred  benevolent  operations — may  they  never  suffer  at 
our  hands.  Anew*  let  us  this  day  dedicate  this  temple  and 
'the  temple  of  our  souls  “under  the  auspice  of  Christ”  to 
the  worship  of  the  Triune  God,  according  to  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  as  founded  on 
God’s  most  infallible  Word.  And  the  Lord  be  pleased  to 
record  his  name  here  forever,  to  the  glory  of  that  name  and 
the  salvation  of  many  souls  1 

Let  us  celebrate  this  day  by  remembering  with  fear  and 
trembling  the  errors  of  our  fathers.  Let  us  avoid  every 
thing  in  which  their  hearts  were  not  right  and  steadfast 
before  God,  and  wherein  they  proved  themselves  a stub- 
born and  rebellious  generation.  Not  boasting  that  we  are 
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holier  Ilian  they,  but  taking  heed  from  their  shortcomings*. 
“Jest  while  we  think  we  stand,  we  should  fall.” 

Finally,  let  us  celebrate  this  day  by  commemc^pling  our 
Saviour’s  dying  love,  “Under  his  auspice”  this  temple 
was  reared  ; by  his  favour  this  church  was  established  ; bv 
his  providence  it  has  been  preserved.  Within  these  hal- 
lowed walls  his  Word  and  his  Sacraments  are  dispensed 
and  his  Spirit  is  given  to  afford  rest  to  the  heavy  laden 
soul  and  to  bring  the  weary  wanderer  home  to  God. 
Oh  ! let  us  come  “worthily”  to  his  table  ! 

“llless’d  Jesus,  what  delicious/are  ! 

How  sweet  thy  entertainments  are! 

Never  did  angels  taste,  above 
Redeeming  grace,  and  dying  love  !” 

And  as  we  approach  his  sacred  feast,  may  we,  in  the  hope 
of  eternal  life,  be  enabled  to  exclaim  with  one  accord  and 
the  full  fruition  of  the  lieart : 

1'.  “Welcome,  welcome  dear  Redeemer. 

Welcome  to  this  heart  of  mine! 

• Lord  I make  a full  surrender, 
l'Jv’ry  power  and  thought  he  thine! 

Thine  entirely, 

Through  eternal  ages  thine  ! 

2.  Known  to  all  to  be  thy  mansion, 

Earth  and  hell  will  disappear, 

Or  in  vain  attempt  possession, 

When  they  find  the  Lord  is  near! 

Shout,  O Zion, 

Shout  ye  saints  the  Lord  is  here!” 
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